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In 2012 the Canadian government enacted a series of major changes to environmental laws.   
Changes were made to the Fisheries Act and the Navigable Waters Act, whose origins date 
back to the late1800s, and that are important historical landmarks in the protection of the Cana-
dian environment.  Other environmental laws impacted included the Environmental Assessment 
Law, the Species at Risk Act and the Kyoto Protocol Implementation Act.  All these changes 
to Canadian environmental laws have reduced the long-standing protection of species and 
habitats, and have paved the way for the government to more easily facilitate large industrial 
resource extraction projects, such as the vast oil sands of northern Alberta, and build pipelines 
to carry oil and gas.  We look at the changes made to environmental laws in 2012, the undemo-
cratic process by which they were introduced, and the reasons for the change in environmental 
policies.  We compare the current state of environmental laws in Canada with those in Japan 
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